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Join us as we cycle with Dr. Bushman on his favorite routes, float in a tube on
the Shenandoah River, stretch our knowledge in classes with BC professors and
enjoy so much more. There will be plenty of free time to reconnect with friends
in the Stone Village "camp" and during happy hours.
Look for details in your mailbox soon.
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Bn·,tewater, we hi ghlight theupwardmobilitythe Collegehasenjoyedover the
last few ye�n and examine someof the reasonsfo r it,
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Messagefrom the President
This is an exciting time for me to be leading your alma mater. While Bridgewater
College has evolved much in its 137 years, we are currently at a moment of
exhilarating growth for the College. The world, our society and our campus are
changing in ways we never imagined 50-or even 15-years ago. Who could
have imagined BC adding select graduate programs or establishing the Center for
Engaged Learning to assist students in applying their studies to life outside of the
classroom?
Could we have envisioned a student body of 1,900 students, or the addition
of dedicated faculty and staff to guide these students? And what about all the
improvements to our facilities and infrastructure to expand and improve our
campus? Yet, here we are. We've arrived at a moment of great opportunity, and we
are carrying considerable momentum forward in our storied halls. This is a time
of headwinds and struggle for many small liberal arts colleges, and, yet, we are
thriving-meeting enrollment targets and graduating hundreds of new alumni each
year armed with the skills and potential to change our society for the better.
I believe our strong position is due to a thoughtful balance-one that combines
change and growth with our significant foundation and history. We haven't lost
sight of who we were in 18 80. Our decisions today are animated and inspired by the
same commitments that were in place more than a century ago, centered on the core
values of integrity, equality, service and community.
I invite you to take this journey with us, and share in our success. As our student
body grows, so do our programmatic offerings, leading us on a path to stronger
market position and a future that would be the envy of our past. I hope you enjoy
this issue of Bridgewater and its many examples of the momentum the College is
living every day.
With best regards,

JJ-�w�
David W Bushman, Ph.D.
President

across the mall
BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE CAMPUS NEWS

Scholarship
Named for Dean
Miracle
Dr. William D. Miracle steppe:! down
as Dean of Students last summer after
36 years of service.
Miracle joined the Bridgewater com
munity in 1980. During his tenure,
enrollment more than doubled and the
Department of Student Life expe
rienced a huge expansion in activi
ties, counseling and health services.
Th rough it all, Dean Miracle, as he was
known by students, never lost sight of
the importance of the personal touch.
He taught his staff by example: ta king
the time to listen, comfort and care for students when th ey needed it most.
"Bill's devotion to our students cannot be su rpasse::I," said President David W.
Bushman. "He has been-and will continue to be-a great advisor to me and I am
fortunate to benefit from his insight."
The College has establ ishe::I the William D. Miracle Scholarship Fund in his honor.
Alumni have inquired about honoring Dean Miracle's many years of service. To mal<e a
contribut ion, contact the Office of Institutional Advancement at 540-828-5448 or visit
bridgewater.e::I u/give.

HAIL TO THE (NEW)
CHIEF
Following a national search by the
College, Mihon Franklin has joine::I
Bridgewater as Chief of Police and
Director of Campus Safety and Emer
gency Management. He succeeds the
reti ring Chief Nie k Picerno.

Franklin, who came to Bridgewater
with an extensive background in
higher e::lucation law enforcement and
emergency management, began Oct. 3.
He was formerly a police administ rative
lieutenant, emergency management
coordinator and accreditation manager
for the J. Sargent Reynolds Community
College Police Department.

COACHING MINOR RECEIVES ACCREDITATION
The coaching minor piogram at Bridgewater College has been accred
ite::I by the Nationa I Committee for Accreditation of Coaching Educa
tion (NCACE), making it the first undergraduate piogram at a private,
four-year liberal arts college to be accre::I ite::I.
Bridgewater's coaching minor is one ofonly 25 NCACE accredited
programs in the Unite::I States, and the College itself is one ofonly 11
institutions of higher e::lucation that are NCACE-accredited.

National Committee
for Accreditation of
Coaching Education
Accredited Program

BRIDGEWATER
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DR. SEVICK WINS POETRY BOOK
AWARD
Dr. Leona Sevick, Provost and Vice
President 1or Academic Affairs at
Bridgewater Colleg e, has been named
the winner of the 2017 Piess 53 Award
for Poetry.
The award, which was presented by
Press 53's poetry series editor Tom
Lombardo, is for Sevick's poetry col lec
tion, lion Brotha-s, which was selected
from a field of 31 5 entries from poets
across the United States . lion Brotha-s
will be pu blished by Press 53 as A Tom
Lombardo Poetry Selection on April 1.

BlACK STUDENT ASSOCIATION CELEBRATES ITS
20TH ANNIVERSARY
In 2016 the Black Student Association (BSA) at Bridgewater celebrated its 20th
anniversary. lhe BSA-originally known as the Black Student Congress-is one of
the longest-standing and most active student organizations on campus. Open to all
students, the BSA supports black students at Bridgewater and promotes awa ieness of
contributions by black civil rights leaders in the campus comm unity and beyond.

In this photo, a number of alumni, students and founders of the BSA gathered
during Homecoming at the Center for Engaged Learning to celebrate the group's
20th anniversary and hear about plans for the newly re-named Center for Diversity
Education and Advocacy (CDEA).

The CDEA is the home of a variety of activities and programs that promote
appreciation for diversity, inclusion, cultural and global awareness, student leadership
and peer mentoring.

Three Receive
Ripples Medal

Three Bridgewater College alumni
received the 2016 Ripples Medal
at the Ripples Society banquet in
October: Bernard Merle Crouse
'52, Harriet Flora Rader '63 and
her husband, John Richard"Rich"
Rader'€£!.
The Ripples Society, which com
prises alumni who graduated from
the Colleg e SO or more )Ears ago,
also inducted the class of 1966 into
the Society that evening.
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Professor Named
Educator of the Year by
Virginia Athletic Trainers'
Association
Dr. Charles W. Hale IV, an Assistant Professor of Health and
Human Sciences at Bridgewater College, has been name:!
Educator of the Year by the Virgin ia Athletic Trainers' Associa
tion (VATA)
Ha le received the award at the VAWs annual state meeting
in Williamsburg in January.
"I am honored to ieceive th is recognition and thankful to the
VATA for their de::lication to athletic training e::lucation,"said
Ha le. "As an educator, it's my desire to mentor, challenge and
support our students to the best of my ability. With God's bless
ing, through the support of my colleagues, students and family,
I have been allowe::I to pursue my passio n for teaching:'
The VATA is an organization that is committed to improving the
quality of health care for Virgin ians through e::lucation, advo
cacy and cooperat ive efforts with other health care profession
als and organizations.

Dr. Long is
Elected CAATE
Commissioner
Dr. Barba@ H. long, an
Associate Professor of
Health and Human Sciences and Division Head
of the Division of Piofessional Studies at Bridgewater
College, has been elected a Commissioner by the Com
mission on Accre::litation of Athletic Training Education
(CAATE)
long will b eg in her duties in August 2017, although she
will attend the February CAATE meeting asan observer.
She will hold the position for at least three years, with a
possibility ofrenewa I for up to six years' service.

Hale, who has taught at Bridgewater since 2002, earne::I his
bachelor's and master's degrees in health science and health
science e::I ucation from James Madison University, and his
doctora I degree in orga nizational leadership from Shenandoah
University. He is a member of the National Athletic Trainers'
Association, the Mid-Atlantic Athletic Trainers' Association and
VATA.

Dr. Silva is CASE
Mentor of the Vear
Dr. Maureen C. Silva, Vi::e President
for Institutional Advancement at
Bridgewater Colleg e, has received the
Mentor of the Year Award for 2017
by District Ill of the Council for the
Advancement and Su pport of Ed ucation �ASE)
The CASE District Ill Award Programs highlights the best in advance
ment across the Southeast. The Mentor of the Year Award recognizes
an individual who has made an impact on other advancement
professionals through their mentorsh ip.
Silva was nominate::! by a mentee who benefited directly from her
personal and professional leadership. She received the award Feb. 7
in Nashville, Tenn.
BRIDGEWATER
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When you were an undergrad, was there an employee of Bridgewater College-a house keeper, grounds
worker, office staffer, campus police officer-who had a positive effect on your life? We're look ing to
highlight these unsung heroes of Bri dgewater College (and the complexity and humanity of our college)
in the spring/summer 2017 issue of Brdgewater magazine, and we need your help to do it.
If you have a story to tell ofhow a Sri dgewater employee had a positive impact on yourlife, please let
us know. Tell your story to us in an email and send it to cculbert@bridgewater.edu, or mail it to Charles
Culbertson, 402 E. College St., College Box16, Bridgewater, Va. 22812.

Hollenberg Fami�
Bridgewater College has been home and alma mater to
generations of family members. Parents, children, grand
children, great-9randch ildren-there's something special
about Bridgewate(scommitment to liberal learning and
close-knit community that resonates across the genera
tions. In this issue we feature the Hollenberg family.
Pictured here at a family gathering are:
FIRSTROW: Brad Groff'87, Laura Faye Newlon Groff'86,
Bethany Gregory Reuschling '12, Adam Hollenberg '06
and Nathan Hollen be,g '08 SECOND ROW: Kate Blackman
Hollenberg'05, Michael Reuschling '12 and Barbara
Furman Gioff'53 THIRD ROW: Audrey Hollenberg-Duffey'11
and Julie Groff Hollenberg Richard '81 FOO RTH ROW: lim
Hollenberg-Duffey'11 and Tom Richard '82
Not pictured is Steven Defries'83. Eagles in the family
who are no longer with us are Paul Groff'57, Clement Bess
'59 and Donna Furman Bess '59.
\Jlant to beconsidered as a Legacy Family/or this space in the magazine? It� easy. Gather the Bridgewater College graduates in
')OUr family, take a high resolution (1 MB or larger) photo and email i t bus with a descriptbn of who� in the picture. You can submit
legacy Family photos to cculbert@bridgewaleredu.
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The 'Power of Momentum'
Enrollment Growth Enhances Bridgewater's Value

by Karen Doss Bowman'91

M

any Bridgewater alumni remember che days
when student enrollment hovered around 1,000
students. Everybody on campus seemed co know
each ocher, and professors always seemed co
have their doors open, a sign chat students were
welcome co drop by co talk about classroom topics or just
have a friendly char.
That sense ofcommunity, combined with rigorous
academic programs, has been a hallmark of Bridgewater's
campus culture for generations. And it still is today. Current
students describe che College in terms chat closely resemble
che perspective ofalumni who graduated decades ago.
Senior Samantha "Sammie" Myers, for example, grew up in
Raleigh, N.C., where she was surrounded by large, nation
ally prominent universities-many ofwhich her friends and
high-school classmates chose co attend. Bue chose schools
didn't offer che experience she wanted. As che granddaugh
ter oflongcime Bridgewater basketball coach Mel "Shifty"
Myers '52 and daughter of 1986 graduate Bruce Myers, she's
always felt at home on Bridgewater's campus.
"There is just something different about Bridgewater;'
said Myers, an athletic training major who's heading co
physical therapy school after graduating next spring. "The
College is growing, buc che same character Bridgewater has
always had is still there. It's the attitude ofthe students and
the faculty and staff chat makes the College great. Everyone
is genuine and kind."
To serve our students well in today's world, co be respon
sive and accountable co chem, che College needs a larger

footprint. W hile enrollment has been stagnant at many
small colleges, Bridgewater is thriving and growing: This
fall, the College welcomed more than 600 freshmen-the
largest first-year class in its history. To cal enrollment has
grown steadily over the lase decade and a halfand currently
stands at nearly 1,900 students. This is perhaps the best evi
dence chat che College continues co serve its mission and its
students well and chat che value ofche Bridgewater Experi
ence is increasingly being recognized in che region.
"Across the scare and around the nation, private schools
have struggled co reach enrollment goals;' said Vice Presi
dent for Enrollment Management Reggie Webb. "Trying
co maintain growth has been difficult for many ofchem.
Strategically, we're aware chat we have co be aggressive and
efficient, and we have co do everything well co be successful.
There's an audience for what we represent, and che Bridge
water College brand is strong. That brand is a challenging
academic program coupled with a strong, inclusive commu
n ity ofsupport."

PLANNED GROWTH
Enrollment growth is an intentional effort chat is pare of
che College's strategic plan. The target for enrollment current
ly is sec at 2,200. Once chat milescone is achieved (which will
cake several years), the College's administration and board of
trustees will assess whether co continue growing.
"Enrollment growth only makes sense ifwe use it as a
mechanism co strengthen opportunities for our students

THES0TH REUNION GIVING PROGRAM (CLASSES 1962-1967) HAS
RAISED $1.6 MILLION DOLLARS TOWARD SCHOLARSHIPS TO DATE
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and our faculty, and co ensure chat che Col
lege is thriving;' said Bridgewater President
David W. Bushman. "The ideal size for any
college has less co do with a single number
than it does with always striving co better
serve our students and prepare chem for
lives of professional accomplishment and
personal fulfillment. I like co chink chat che
perfect size for BC is 'big enough co offer
che opportunities our students need, and
small enough co care about chem as individ
uals'. Along the way co achieving our current
The coaching minor program recently became the first undergraduate program at a private,
enrollment goal of 2,200 students, we will
four-year liberal arts college to receive accreditation from the National Committee for Accredita
certainly engage in continuing conversa
tion of Coaching Education (NCACE).
tion co make sure we are the best BC we can
be, and whether it makes sense co continue
growing beyond chat goal:'
learning outside the classroom. Students can participate in
While there are obvious financial benefits char come
nearly 60 student clubs and organizations and 22 intercol
with a higher enrollment-stronger financial standing can
help the College endure leaner times-chat is not the sole
legiate spores teams. Doing so enriches their social lives,
reason for growing, Bushman said. By remaining commit
develops their leadership abilities and boosts professional
ted co a relational and personal student experience, enroll
sk ills.
ment growth also means growth in faculty and staff. Having
Senior Jordan Haugh, a music major and cheater minor,
a larger student body allows che College co offer a more
has been involved in numerous performance groups, includ
robust experience, with more academic programs and more
ing che Concert Choir, Chorale,Jazz Ensemble, Symphonic
co-curricular experiences from which students can choose.
Band and Pinion Players. A co-director of che Screamin'
E agles Pep Band, Haugh also is president of Bridgewater's
Bridgewater now offers 62 majors and minors, 29 concen
trations or emphases, 10 pre-professional programs and five
chapter of che national honorary cheater fraternity Alpha
dual degree programs. The College has added a master's de
Psi Omega. His experiences as an actor and a director for
gree program in athletic training, building on che strength
BC cheater productions have led to several nominations for
of its undergraduate program in athletic training. Addition
che Kennedy Center's American College Theater Festival.
ally, che coaching minor program recently became che first
InJanuary, he participated for che first time in chat competi
undergraduate program at a private, four-year liberal arcs
tion.
college co receive accreditation from the National Commit
"Because Bridgewater is a small community, it allows
tee for Accreditation of Coaching Education (NCACE)
students to become involved in many activities and explore
one of only 25 NCACE-accrediced programs in che United
new areas of interesc;' said Haugh, of Frederick, Md. "The
faculty work with che students-and with each ocher-co
Scares.
allow students to explore different areas both within their
Bridgewater also offers numerous opportunities for

BRIDGEWATER
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major and outside their discipline. The music department
THE VALUE OF A BRIDGEWATER EDUCATION
has been so supportive of my doing cheater, just as the
W hile the sticker price of higher education has dra
cheater department supports students involved in musical
matically increased in all sectors of higher education, the
ensembles. Faculty have been so willing to help me along
Bridgewater message focuses not on cost, bur on value. BC
the way to developing my career path."
W ith increased enrollment,
is committed to highlighting the
the College also has become more
"value-added" programs it offers
diverse, with 31 percent of the
to enhance student learning with
incoming class identifying as a
prospective students and parents,
racial or ethnic minority. Thar's a
Bushman said. That includes
an emphasis on undergraduate
big jump from 2010, when diversity
among the incoming class stood at
research, service-learning oppor
18 percent. The campus community
tunities, study abroad and intern
also brings together students from
ships-practical experiences chat
various regions of the U.S. and from
allow students to apply classroom
different economic and religious
concepts to real-world scenarios.
backgrounds. That diversity is criti
The College is focused on
student success, building on its
cal for preparing students for the
workforce and for an increasingly
venerable history while embracing
the opportunities the future holds.
global society.
"This increased diversity is very
That is generating excitement, and
exciting, and makes for a much more
prospective students are drawn to
the energy of a campus chat has
vibrant learning community;' said
Dr. Harriett H ayes, Lawrance S. and
momentum.
"Ir's the Bridgewater we all
Carmen C. Miller Chair in Ethics,
- DAVID W. BUSHMAN, PRESIDENT
Associate Professor of Sociology and
know, bur even better;' Bushman
Division Head for Humanities and
said. "We have an extraordinary
Social Sciences.
College, and our graduates have
Bringing more students onto campus also requires
been great leaders, great entrepreneurs, great teachers and
continuous improvements and additions to the physical
great scientists throughout the history of the College. Our
graduates are changing the world, and chat has its roots
plane. Recent projects include the renovation and expansion
here. The power of momentum is chat you don't have to
of Nininger Hall; upgrades to residence halls; and a host of
new apartment-style living options for upperclassmen and
scare from scratch. We've got something really good going,
honors students. The Kline Campus Center is scheduled for
and I wane to leverage chat and climb to even higher levels
of excellence:• --a facelift chis summer, and the Alexander Mack Memorial
Library is a priority for renovation.

'' When we do meet our goal
of 2,200 students, we will
have conversations with our
constituents about whether
it makes sense to continue
growing. Enrollment growth
only makes sense if we use it
as a mechanism to strengthen
opportunities for our students
and our faculty, and to ensure
that the College is thriving."

AVAILABLE ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS HAVE GROWN
FROM $2,052,334 IN 2011-2012 TO $2,537,146 IN 2016-2017.
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Upward and Onward:

THE FLORY HONORS PROGRAM

T

he growth and momentum of Bridgewater College
is embodied in many ways-but one of the most
graphic representations of this upward mobility is the
Flory Honors Program.
The program was founded in 1999 by President
Emeritus Phillip C. Stone and then-Associate Dean of Stu
dents Dr. Robert Andersen, who became the program's first
director. Its purpose was to offer ways in which the most
academically successful students could broaden and chal
lenge their boundaries of knowledge and explore uncharted
intellectual territory.
Until 2015, the program was primarily curriculum
centered-that is, students admitted to it were offered
sections of general education courses that were smaller and
pitched at a challenging honors level. But since change is
(and perhaps should be) the only constant in a growing
and prospering educational environment, the Flory Honors
Program is evolving, due in large part to the efforts of its
newest director, Dr. Brandon D. Marsh.
Marsh, an Associate Professor of History and Chair of
the Department of History and Political Science, is intent
on making the Flory Honors Program at Bridgewater Col
lege the best at a small liberal arts college in Virginia. No

small task, he admits, but one he is confident can be accom
plished. Yet, he is clear that the College doesn't envision
the Honors Program as an entity that somehow caters to an
elite pocket of students.
"We hope to create opportunities within the program
that will benefit our most academically successful students,
yes, but our goal is that our entire student body will benefit,
as well;' Marsh said. "I want the Honors Program to raise
the profile of the College as a whole and in doing so benefit
everyone-students who think about coming here, students
who are here and alumni."
Marsh said the program's growth and momentum have
begun in a number of ways. The curriculum itself, he said,
has been revised into "something that's more concrete" than
it was previously.
"In the past, there was just a little bit here and there, and
it was hard to plan out-who's going to be teaching, what
the course is going to be, and what its going to look like;• he
said. "Starting next year, we hope to have an honors advising
track. I am working with the division heads and my fellow
department chairs to have at the least a two-year rotation
on what classes are offered and when. The idea is that these
classes will be special stand-alone seminars, and that they

BRIDGEWATER
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"I want the Honors Program to raise the profile of the College as
a whole and in doing so benefit everyone-students who think
about coming here, students who are here and alumni'.'
-BRANDON MARSH

will contribute to che general education program:'
Beyond char, he said, he is focusing on mentoring
students for a number of the most prominent national
fellowships, including che Rhodes, Marshall, Truman and
Fulbright. He has already worked with a student on a Mar
shall Scholarship co complete graduate work in England.
He is building a framework chat will encourage students
co participate in these opportunities and to give chem the
resources they need to complete successful applications.
"We're creating a national fellowship faculty board;'
Marsh said. "We plan to cap faculty who've perhaps received
a Fulbright or ocher major award in the past or worked with
successful applicants, who can mentor students through
char process. If we can mentor chem into these fellowships,
it will help clarify their future goals, is a good addition co
CVs and resumes and increases their chances."
Also as a way co grow che program experience away from
one char is purely curriculum-based, Marsh has founded
the Flory Honors Oxford Experience, which is scheduled
for its maiden voyage in May 2018. This component of the
Flory Honors Program will have Marsh traveling to Oxford
University every ocher year with at lease 10 students for a
four-week, six-credit course of study.

Three of che credits will be a Bridgewater College
honors seminar caught in an Oxford college by Marsh on
British history and culture. The ocher three credits will be
a specially designed course taken with an Oxford faculty
member in che students' disciplines. The course will be che
classic Oxford model in which they meet in with a tutor (a
faculty member) in college and work on a subject over the
course of three weeks.
Marsh said another advantage of che Flory Honors Ox
ford Experience will be char it will coincide with an in-ses
sion term so char students are there with Oxford students,
living and interacting with chem. Weekends, he said, will be
composed of guided tours of sighcs and points of historical
interest, such as Shakespeare's Stratford-Upon-Avon.
Bue the indefatigable Marsh isn't stopping there in his
efforts to grow and transform che Honors Program. He is
working co create a coherent honors community among
Bridgewater students. The 2016 academic year introduced
specific honors housing for incoming freshmen honors
students. Marsh said che goal of chis initiative is co build a
close-knit sense of oneness and camaraderie. He also noted
char he wants to extend the program to sophomores, as well.
Add a dinner and a movie event every month with fac-

A group of Flory Fellows gathers for an event at the President's House in the Spring. Director, Dr. Brandon Marsh, at far right.
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"Comparing my expectations to reality, I firmly believe I received more
than I expected," she said of the experience. "I have been blessed with
the opportunity of accountability and support. The professors and
fellow students know what your best work is and expect it every time,
but they are also there for you'.'
-ABIGAIL MANRY '18

ulty members, a book club with President David W. Bush
man and outings to venues such as the Blackfriars Playhouse
in Staunton, Va., and Marsh believes the program will soar
to new heights.
"In the next year or two, one of the steps I want to take
in order to make this a first-rate honors program at a nation
al level is to reach out to our Honors Program alumni;' he
said. "I think there's a great deal of potential for involving
our alumni in mentoring current students:·
Marsh said that he is ever mindful of just "who is an
honor student." Looking at the program's criteria, he hopes
to be increasingly inclusive, drawing in students with a
wide range of talents and abilities. His ultimate goal is to
grow this cadre of exceptional students from its current
population of 100 to one that boasts between 150 and 180
students.
Abigail Manry, a junior, said she was interested in the
idea of being a part of Bridgewater's Honors Program
when she was touring the College as a high-school senior.
"Throughout all of my education, I have loved school and
learning, so the Honors Program seemed like a great way
to continue this pursuit;' she said. "W hen I applied to
Bridgewater College, I was automatically considered for the
Honors Program. Then, because of my SAT scores, AC T
scores and academic record from high school, I was offered
an invitation into the Flory Honors Program:•
Manry said her expectations were to be in small, discus
sion-based classes, and that she enjoyed the idea of being
in classrooms where the professors challenged her, and the
students lived up to those challenges. She said that she also
enjoyed the added opportunities that the Honors Program
brought.

"Comparing my expectations to reality, I firmly believe
I received more than I expected;' she said of the experience.
"I have been blessed with the opportunity of accountability
and support. The professors and fellow students know what
your best work is and expect it every time, bur they are also
there for you."
College, she noted, is more than academics.
"Bridgewater College and its professors understand that
a healthy life is important, so if you ever are stressed or over
whelmed, the professors are the best resource;' Manry said.
"I find that visiting them during office hours is enjoyable
for both parties. I have found myself in many conversations
that strayed away from my particular class and into other
interests. Fun fact: Professors are just like honors program
students. They love to learn and love to share chis passion
with others."
Manry "definitely recommends" the Flory Honors
Program to others because "the opportunities are incom
parable:' She cited the book club with President Bushman,
having dinner as part of a convo with author Andrea Wulf,
participating in the movie nights with professors and creat
ing honors opportunities of her own.
"Plus;' she added with a smile, "we have a really nice
Honors Program fleece that I wear all the time, which keeps
me warm while looking very professional."
Perhaps she should hang onto that fleece-which is
bound to become a collector's item when Bridgewater
College sets the standard for the way to create an upwardly
mobile honors program. --
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When it opened in 1995, The McKinney Center for Science and Math
ematics transformed campus life at Bridgewater. Its classic architecture
gave substance and grace to the north side ofcampus. Inside is doors,
students and faculty could fee/ the energy and excitement made pos
sible by the new building's modern biology chemistry and physics labs;
greenhouse;large lecture hall; an computer/abs.

-

-

Unrestricted Bequests Fuel
Bridgewater's Momentum

by Liisa Franzen

T

he past 20 years have seen incredible growth at Bridge
water. Alumni returning to campus are most struck
by the growth they can see, such as the renovation of
Nininger Hall, the construction of Stone Village and

the Funkhouser Center for Health and Wellness, and the
creation of Bowman Community Plaza. Bur other growth,
such as expanding opportunities for students through
technology, is not quite so easy to see. What is clear is that
the College's momentum today could not have taken place
without the financial support of Bridgewater's alumni
and friends. Unrestricted gifts, especially in the form of
bequests, have been-and remain-crucial to the success
Bridgewater has achieved to date.
Many of the most powerful gifts to Bridgewater have
been those made through bequests. The College's largest
gifr-$11 million-was made in 1992 through a bequest
from Robert M. McKinney. McKinney, a graduate of Blue
Ridge College before it was assimilated into Bridgewater,
was a noted and productive scientist who remained close to

the College throughout his life and served on the Board of
Trustees for 35 years.
While the gift itself was invested in the endowment for
scholarships, the College leadership elected to recognize
McKinneys dedication by naming the McKinney Center
for Science and Mathematics in honor of this remarkable
man. When it opened in 1995, the McKinney Center
for Science and Mathematics transformed campus life at
Bridgewater. Its classic architecture gave substance and
grace to the north side of campus. Inside its doors, students
and faculty could feel the energy and excitement made
possible by the new building's modern biology, chemistry and physics labs; greenhouse; large lecture hall; and
computer labs. With its opening, the McKinney Center
greatly expanded educational opportunities and experiences
at Bridgewater and continues, to this day, to touch every
student on campus.
Today the McKinney Center for Science and Mathemat
ics is Bridgewater College's iconic campus building. Its
stylized image is featured on everything from admissions
materials to highway signs on Interstate 81. Through his
gifr, McKinney reached across generations to touch the
future of Bridgewater and its students. He would have been
deeply proud to have his name on a building that reinforces
Bridgewater's commitment to providing students with the
best liberal arts education possible.
Donors who provide unrestricted bequests continue
to supply the crucial funds needed to keep Bridgewater
relevant, transformational for current students and attrac-
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rive to prospective ones. Over the past 10 years,
Bridgewater has received$ 5 million from such
planned gifts. That funding, combined with
the Colleges resources, has made it possible to
make significant updates to the campus infra
structure, student life and technology. Many of
these improvements aren't apparent to the casual
observer, bur their impact on campus life is im
measurable.
For example, unrestricted bequest dollars
have enabled the College to undertake an exten
sive renovation of its steam hear system. Al
though underground and largely unnoticed, this
significant investment touches the lives of every
student every day. Taking place in phases over a
decade, the steam pipe upgrade, in conjunction
with sustainable energy initiatives, is part of a highly reliable
and efficient system that will serve the institution well into
the future. The vision of College administrators to update
an aging system-rather than construct an entirely new
one-also illustrates how the College continually strives to
be a good steward of all its resources.
The area of student life has been particularly impacted
by unrestricted bequests. Such funding has allowed the
acquisition of vans to transport students ro off-campus
experiential learning opportunities, including science field
trips, and to successfully compete in athletic events. Ir has
also made it possible for the College to acquire and update
neighborhood homes for student residences known as The
Cottages. The Cottages are educational living communities
rhar embody such themes as community service, campus
ministry or women in math and science.
Unrestricted bequest funding is imperative, too, in keep
ing pace with ever-evolving technology. As faculty increas
ingly integrate technology into the curriculum, the College
has created interactive classrooms; updated the Digital
Media Lab and Writing Center; saturated the campus with
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Internet access; and expanded rhe College's digital band
width so that students and faculty can reliably connect to
learning opportunities around the clock. The result is a
modern campus environment rhar provides faculty mem
bers and students the resources they need to be creative,
adapt to new challenges and learn in new ways. Such tech
nology propels students past the research paper to explore
a deeper and richer learning experience. Although reaching
methods have changed significan dy in rhe past 10 years, rhe
goal has remained the same: to mold students into men and
women ready and able to make significant contributions to
their communities and the world.
Bridgewater College's success today has been supported
in part by the generosity of alumni and friends who had
the foresight to provide for BC in their estate plans. Many
of them had no idea how significant their legacy would
ultimately be, bur it was their trust, faith and confidence
in the College's future that prompted them to make the
ultimate gift. Like Robert McKinney 's incredible bequest,
such gifts will continue to make a difference for generations
to come.-

The Heart and Soul of Bridgewater College
BCAA Rallies Support for the College
by Karen Doss Bowman '91

T

he Bridgewater Experience doesn,t end at commence
ment. The Bridgewater College Alumni Association
(BCAA) strives to be the bridge that connects BC
graduates to the College for a lifetime.
"Alumni are the heart of Bridgewater College;,
says Dr. Sherrie Wampler ,85, BCAA president. "Members
of the BCAA Board share their time, energy, talents and
resources with Bridgewater College because they want oth
ers to benefit from a Bridgewater College experience. The
alumni board plays an important role in the continued
success of BC."
The BCAA strives to rally support for Bridgewater
among all alumni and friends of the College, help in recruit
ing new students, promote attendance at BC events, cheer
for the athletic teams, rekindle BC friendships and support
causes on campus. In recent years, the BCAA executive
committee and alumni board have worked closely with Col
lege administrators to cultivate relationships among alumni,
students, faculty, staff and friends of the College through

alumni activities, volunteerism and advocacy. Alumni are
invited to be involved in many ways-from mentoring stu
dents and guest lecturing in campus courses to social events
and community service projects.
Wampler says the involvement of all alumni in the life
of Bridgewater College is vital. It's a factor that is measured
in all college rankings, such as US News and World Reports
Best Colleges, and it impacts the way potential employers,
graduate schools and others view the College.
"Working with alumni for the betterment of Bridgewa
ter College is very rewarding;, Wampler says. "The Bridge
water experience continues to be very special to those of us
on the alumni board. Serving is a way to honor and remem
ber those who contributed to our own personal journey.
Alumni board members are devoted to the common goal
of making sure Bridgewater College is providing a quality
education for students for years to come-and we want all
alumni to feel the same way." -
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rowing up in che mountains of Kyrgyzstan in central Asia, Syrga
Kanacbek kyzy '19 never dreamed of a life outside of her village.
As che oldest of eight children, she was expected co help support
her family and watch over her siblings.
"We didn't have a lot of money;' she said. "We had a farm,
and we had to grow everything chat we ace. I was independent from a
young age. I had co be responsible. In my culture, family plays a big role."
Although she was a good student, her goals were decidedly modest,
befitting a young girl from a remote area of a developing country: finish
school early, go to the capital, study economics and accounting, return
home, work and scare a family of her own.
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"I'm not sure how many of
us are able to accomplish
everything we dream of
doing, but if anyone can do
it, Syrga can."

Bue when Sygra was in the
pies co follow."
eighth grade, an American Peace
On her second cry, Syrga was
Corps worker came co teach at her
awarded the scholarship, and she
school.
entered the United Scates in che
"Ac first I wasn't interested. I
fall of 2013 as a foreign exchange
had ocher things co do;' said Syrga.
student at a high school in Middle
town, Md., where her hose family
"Bue she seemed very interesting
and all of a sudden I found myself
included Bridgewater College
wanting co be like her. I wanted
graduate Sam Zigler '68.
co travel. I wanted co study. My
"My wife and I had hosted
priorities started co change."
several ocher exchange students be
When the school year ended,
fore Syrga;' said Zigler, a researcher
-SAM ZIGLER '68
Syrga asked the woman to tutor
at the Johns Hopkins Wilmer Eye
Institute. "The thing chat stood
her in English. Initially she strugout about her was her level of ma
gled with the lessons, buc after two
months she began co see results. "I
turity and determination. She was
could read and I could speak English. I was ver y excited."
very choughcful and wanted co be helpful.. .As soon as we
got to know her, we really liked her and developed a close
The Peace Corps worker encouraged her co apply for
friendship.''
a scholarship through the U.S. Scace Department co study
at an American high school. Her first attempt was unsuc
The feeling was mutual.
"They were very nice co me;' Syrga said. "They cook care
cessful, leaving Syrga discouraged and questioning her new
of
me
as their own child and, at the same time, respected my
direction.
parents and didn't wane co cake anything away from chem.
"No one in the village supported me except for my mom
It was an amazing year. They cook me places. I really learned
and the Peace Corps worker;' she recalled. "My own class
accused me of abandoning my culture. I wanted co show
a lot.''
chem chat they were wrong."
One of the places Syrga visited was Bridgewater, where
Zigler's niece and his two daughters live. On one occasion,
Syrga kept studying, despite working 13 hours a day as
Syrga toured Bridgewater College, planting a seed chat
a dishwasher. On her lunch breaks, she walked co nearby
would soon cake root.
villages co teach young children English. "I had chis drive,
chis dedication. I said co myself, 'Syrga, you can change
After 10 months away from her family, Syrga returned
your life.' Bue I didn't know how. I didn't have any examto Kyrgyzstan and began co apply co universities chat could

BRIDGEWATER

19

"Education equals choices."
-SYRGA KANATBEK KYZY'19

offer her financial assistance. She accepted a full scholarship
ro study tourism at a school co-founded by rhe governments
of Kyrgyzstan and Turkey.
"I studied there for a year;' she said. "I learned to speak
Turkish, bur I didn't feel challenged. I was raid how to
think. I wanted professors ro ask me, 'What doyou think?' I
wanted them ro challenge my world view."
Meanwhile, Syrga kept in touch with her host family in
America, and one day she received a letter from Bridgewa
ter College asking if she wanted ro apply. The application
included tuition assistance, although the cost was still too
high for Syrga to be able to attend. Thar's when the Ziglers
stepped in with an offer to pay rhe balance, plus visa, airfare
and personal expenses.
Syrga was reticent about accepting any help paying for
her education.
"I was worried about how ro pay them back;' she said. "Ir
was nor what I was used ro. In my culture, one doesn't ask
for help. You do it on your own. Bur my host family raid me
they didn't want the money back from me; they just want
me ro pay it forward. They say ro think of it as an invest
ment in rhe future."
Along with financial support, Syrga, now a sophomore
at Bridgewater, has received emotional support from her
friends, professors and administrators as well as from Sam
Zigler's relatives in rhe area. "They rook me in and helped
me get through my first year;' Syrga said, "for which I am
enormously thankful."
Still, adjusting ro life at a college 6,000 miles away from
home has been difficult.

"I was afraid of academics, rhar I did nor know how ro
study;' Syrga said. "I was a first-generation student, with no
one ro guide me, and then there was rhe language barrier.
And I missed my family."
Ar the Ziglers' urging, she got involved in clubs and
organizations on campus, including Habitat for Human
ity, alternative spring break, orientation and BC's emerging
leadership program.
"I found rhar these experiences shaped me. I discovered
rhar if you're going ro make changes in life, grades aren't
always rhe most important thing:'
Syrga is double majoring in global studies and econom
ics. She serves as an academic coach for BC freshmen and
has begun mentoring Kyrgyz students online. After gradu
ation, she plans to return to her native country-a republic
rhar formerly was a part of rhe Soviet Union-to assist in
its development. She is also interested in helping young girls
in rural areas of rhe country realize their dreams through
education.
"Education equal choices;' she said.
Before leaving Bridgewater, however, she wants to estab
lish a scholarship in rhe Ziglers' name.
"They have made a big change in my life;' she says, "and I
want to pay it forward."
'Tm nor sure how many of us are able ro accomplish
everything we dream of doing;' Zigler said, "bur if anyone
can do it, Syrga can. We hope that she will do something
great, bur our goal is to give her the opportunity to grow
and figure our what she wants ro do. She has rhe determina
tion and rhe will ro make it happen:' -
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O VER THE PAST THREE YEARS

Cass Notes

Email your news on

births, deaths, marriages, job
changes, achievements, etc.,
to alumnews@bridgewater.
edu

Login to

bridgewateralumni.com

Or, mail to

Office of
Alumni Relations, College
Box 40, Bridgewater College,
Bridgewater, VA 22812
Remember to include your
name, maiden name, class
year, spouse's name and class
year if applicable, mailing
address, phone and email
address. Please avoid using
abbreviations and limit your
submissions to 75 words
or less. We look forward to
hearing from you!

Class of 1946 Fred Bowman

ROW 1: Fred Hime/wright, Owen
Stultz, Fred Landis, Herb Ridder

ROW 2: Earle Fike, Carl McDaniel,
Clarence Moyers, Al Cline, Guy
Didawick, Carroll Conner
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1939
HARLAN EYE of Columbia, Pa.,
celebrated his 99th birthday on
Sept. 28. He lives in an assisted
living facility.

1969
In 2015, the Rev. ROBERT
ALLEY of Harrisonburg, Va.,
published his first genealogy,
Nickell-Nichol Donaghe Burke
Ancestors & Descendants ofJohn
McCastle Donaghe Nichol and
Nancy Ann Burke.The book may
be purchased from the author. He
currently is working on History
oft he Family ofJoseph Alley &
Elizabet h M ii/er.

1972
BRUCEBOWEN of Mechanics

ville, Va., received the 2016 John
C. Youngblood Lifetime Award
for Merit, presented to a Virginia
Interscholastic Athletic Administra
tors Association (VIAAA) member
who has contributed exceptional
leadership and service to athletic
administration and the VIAAA.
Bruce is Executive Director of
VIAAA. In November 2011, he
received a Distinguished Service
Award presented by the National
Interscholastic Athletic Administra-

tors Association. He was a teacher,
coach and athletic administrator
for 37 years at Hermitage High
School in Richmond, Va.
ROBERT HORN of Crewe, Va.,

retired after 40 years as an educa
tor-first as a teacher and then as
an administrator. He is currently
chairman of the Nottoway County
School Board. Active in music,
he directs his church choir and
the handbell choir and performs
with a gospel bluegrass group. He
also is a soloist with the Com
monwealth Chorale, based out of
Farmville, Va.

1981
NANCY SORRELLS of Green

ville, Va., is co-author of a new
book and documentary series,
Hope Reborn of War, the story of
a World War II military hospital,
a world-famous rehabilitation
center and a unique educational
community in Fishersville, Va. The
officia I release was held Nov. 11 at
the Wilson Workforce and Reha
bilitation Center. The project was
supported by a grant from the
Carroll and Grace"Patsy"Guynn
Memorial Fund.

1989
KATHERINE CHANDLER

HOUGHTALING and Michael
have a daughter, Brooke Averi,
born June 12.The family, which
includes another daughter, Madi
son, lives in Magnolia, Texas.

1991
SHONDA ARNETT ASAAD

of Asheville, N.C., was elected
Treasurer for Casting Carolinas,
a cancer support organization
that uses fly fishing as a recovery
tool for women with cancer. Her
oldest son, Pierce, is a student at
Bridgewater College.

1994
On June 8, the Rev. BRIAN
BRITTON gave the opening
prayer for a session of the United
States Congress. In October, he
led a prayer meeting at the United
Nations in Geneva, Switzerland.
Brian is Senior Pastor ofThe Dwell
ing Place in Williamsburg, Va.

1999
HOLLY CALDWELL, Associate
Professor of Business Administra
tion and Department Chair at
Bridgewater College, was one of
five CPA educators to be included
in theTeacher Talk: Educator
Roundtable article in the Sep
tember/October 2016 edition of

Disclosures, the magazine of the
Virginia Society of Certified Public
Accountants (VSCPA).

2000

KIMBERLY HARRIS and Steven
"Eric" Donald were married April
23. The family, which includes
Kim's two children, Madison and
Dylan, lives in Madison Heights,
Va.

In October, BARBARA BINGHAM
MOWERY had 30 paintings in a
solo exhibition at Calvert Library
Southern Branch in Solomans,
Md. She lives and paints in Lusby,
Md., with her husband, Robb,
and daughters, Maureen and
Margaret.

2001

KELLY PATTON CREASEY and

Anthony have a daughter, Piper
Virginia Mae, born Sept. 18, 2015.
The family lives in Salem, Va.

2002

Marc E. Craun

2003

MATTHEW PANDELofWood

stock, Va., had two books, Living
in the In-Between: Developing
the Character that Releases Des
tiny and Truth Wins: A Present
Truth Study of the Cult&Occult
Spiritual Counterfeits, published
by Tate Publishing in Tulsa, Okla.

2004

NICOLE BUCKEY and Bran

don Kelley were married Sept.
30. Nicole works for the federa I
government. The couple lives in
Springfield, Va.

MARC E. CRAUN has been

SARAH SHIPE GIBSON and

promoted to Branch Manager at
Carter Bank & Trust in Bridgewa
ter, Va. He previously was a Teller
and Customer Service Representa
tive at the Bridgewater office.

Dickie have a son, Connor Wi II iam,
bornSept. 8, 2015. Sarah is a Cus
tomer Service Representative for
Farm Credit of the Virginias. The
fa mily, which includes another
son, Caleb, 3 years old, lives in

Class of 1956

Nicole Buckey '04 and Brandon Kelley

Por t Republic, Va.
JENNIFER SHIREY MURRAY

and John have a son, Oliver Ross,
born July 28, 2015. The fa mily,
which includes another son, Orian
Post, and a daughter, Audra Mur
ray, lives in Fairmont, W.Va.

2005

KATE BLACKMAN
HOLLENBERG and NATHAN
HOLLENBERG '08 have a son,

Asher Quinn, born Oct. 9, 2015.
The family, which also includes

another son, Camden, lives in
Timberville, Va.

2006

JESSICA DULIN BURTNER and

Ryan have a son, Casen Marion,
born Oct. 2016. He joins older
brother, Brooks.
JULIA MOORE GEISERT

and Dan have a daughter, Erin
Margaret, born Oct. 15. The family,
which includes a son, Will, age 4,
lives in Keezletown, Va.
DR. DAVID and JENNIFER

ROW 1: De lores Heatwol e Hoak, Carol

Compton Spangler, Caro lyn Harshbarger
Gunter, Jack Heintzleman, C. Ray Smith
ROW 2: Judy Hy lton, Peggy G lick
Mason, Carolyn Ikenberry Weaver,
Jane Heishman Hare, Shir ley Pritchard
McGrath, Leonard Carter
ROW 3: Wes Ha/l Hampton Hylton, Rod
Layman, Guy Wamp ler
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ROW 1: Eleanor SpanglerBrogan, Doris
Lawson Harsh, Mary Cline Detrick
ROW 2: David Huffman, Robert Holden

G RAVATT GLAZER '08 have a
second son, Noah, born Jan. 15,
2016. The family lives in Harrisonburg, Va.

2008

2009

2011

APRIL REED BAREFOOT (see

NICOLE LYNN GARNETT LOHR

Chris Barefoot '08).

and Greg have a daughter, Nikelle
Lynn, born Jan. 29, 2016. Nicole is
a Family and Consumer Sciences
Instructor for Stafford County
Public Schools. The family lives in
Unionville, Va.

STEPHEN and CINDY
KASCHAK FIKE '10 have a son,

C HRIS and APRIL REED
BAREFOOT '09 have a son,

Garrett, born March 3, 2016. The
family lives in Purcellville, Va.

Owen James, born Oct. 4. April
teaches in the Albemarle County
Public Schools. The family, which
includes another son, Reed, age 2,
lives in Ruckersville, Va.

KAREN SWARTZ SMITH and

JENNIFER GRAVATT GLAZER
(see Dr. David Glazer '06).

2010

NATHAN HOLLENBERG (see

CINDY KASCHAK FIKE (see

Kate Blackman Hollenberg '05).

Jacob have a son, Jackson Levi,
born July 23. Karen teaches fourth
grade in Orange County Schools.
The family lives in Mebane, N.C.

Stephen Fike '09).

2012
ERIN PAMPE of Orlando, Fla.,
auditioned for and was accepted
into the professional singing
group, Legacy! The group is part
of the Central Florida Community Arts Organization and tours
around the state. They have per-

formed at Disney World, Universal
Orlando Resort and SeaWorld.

2013
ZACH and KARIANNE
BURCHAM HAGA '14 have a
daughter, Kinley Arwen, born Oct.
29. The family lives in Staunton, Va.

DILAN NAJJAR and VICTORIA
WILSON '14 were married June
11. The couple lives in Waynesboro, Va.

2014
KARIANNE BURCHAM HAGA
(see Zach Haga '13).

VICTORIA W ILSON (see Dilan
Najjar '13).

FRONT ROW: Garrett Schwalbach '15,
Dilan Najjar '13 (groom), VictoriaNajjar '14
(bride), CaseyBrennan '12, BrandyBrode '14.
MIDDLE ROW:CheyenneBisbee '12, Lindsay
Bonnema '15, Kate Hutton '15, Emily Hea
cock '15,Amy Tullington '14, CarinBrown
'14, Emily Nowak '15, Chloe Sikhrangkur
'14, Karianne Haga '14 (neeBurcham), Zach
Haga '13 BACK ROW: Devan Cockrell, Cole
Moore '12, RJ Geyer '13, Mike Monahan
(attended freshman year, transferred), Ryan
Pigg '15, Jarrod Jones '13, Matthew Eddy.
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Class of 1966

ROW 1: Erich Brumbaugh, Pat Fol/mar Ivey, Bobbie Forbes Johnson, Helen
Huffman, Lucretia Miller Lane, Dee Morris, Carole Gochenour Michael, Mary
Ann Porterfield Angleberger, Lou Wampler DeWitt, Nancy Nissley Marsden,
Mary Jo Kadel Dogan, Carolyn Marr Wittig, Yonnie Kauffman, Dorothy Fearing
Stone
ROW 2: Bob Sweet, Cathy Watkins Thomas, Jay Koch, Diane Brown, Cabrina
Tesauro Dembow, Julie Ross Clark, Missy Lantz Maiden, Carolyn Denny
Cording, Penny Johnson Breeden, Mary Frances Heishman, Marty Zinn,

Susie Squires Wilson, Linda Simmons Williams, Nancy Rowe Mitchell Jean
Crumpacker Brown, Mary Faith Davis Fawley, Joanne Wakeman Reed, Cherri/I
Kline Stone
ROW 3: Bill Earhart, Steve May, Steve Garber, Bob Eby, Sam Foster, Nelson
Ensley, Don Brown, Butch Marvel Darrow Mclauchlin, Bing Higgins, Mike
Gardner, Nancy Flora Crumpacker, Leslie Cobb Marks, Jerry Fawley, Liz Frank
Sar, Lila Williams, Hubert Roop, Bob Baker, Anne Myers Dellinger, Lee Foltz

ROW 1: Martha Phillippe
Black, Saraona Minnich,
Linda Morgan Payne,
Charlene Good, Kaye Foster
Cline
ROW 2: Bennett Downes,
Joyce Pellam, Barbara
Simmons Gautcher, Vanna
Rehmeyer Ruffner, Kim Troyer,
Lori Bittinger Lineweaver
ROW 3:Rufus Huffman, Jack
Whitley, John Swartz, Paul
Higdon, Roger Stultz
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ROW 1: Curtis Nolley, Andrea Mose Nolley, Susan Hancock Van Duyne, Rowena
Fike Myers, Karen Huffman, Reggie Smith
ROW 2: Elena Martin Pence, Georgia Buchanan Valero, Dawn Harrington,
Craig Smith
ROW 3: Jo Ebling, Marsha Richardson Hahn, Joe Brogan, David Huffman
ROW 4: LindaAmrhein Krajewski, Sally Eshelman, Melva Zeitschel Sunday,

Dave Rafalko
ROW 5: B.J. Warner, Karen McKemy-Enslen, Beth Smith, Cathy M yers, Rob
Palmer, Bill Long
ROW 6: Bruce Elliott, Fontaine Canada,Andrea Seelig, Scott McCoy, T homas
Wright, Steven Gardner

ROW 1 :Sheri Reeves, Susan Stickley Mallon, Kathy Fisler McKinney,Alison
Hockman Freeland, Faye Miller, Cheryl Verjinski Brower, Carol Bowman Weaver
ROW 2: Cindy Hodges, Lisa McDaniels, Scottie Knick Davis,Ann Haines, Ellen
Clarke, Dawn Wolfe Ziegler
ROW 3: Kevin Lounsbury, Kathy Wright, Becky Hi/I-Shifflett, Robert Hayes,
GladysAkers Remnant

ROW 4: Doug Putney, Tammy Claytor Smith, Priscilla Meeh Maloy
ROW 5: Jeff Mccurry, John Dwyer, Bert Thomas, JeffJones, Nancy Taylor Sor
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rells, Julie GroffRichard
ROW 6: Doug Sloan, Robert T hurston, JeffSmith

Class of 1986
ROW 1:SusanShafferCox,
Mindy PhillipsSarver, Brenda
Bowman Herbert, Sandy
Walbridge Faw, Cindy White
Weekly, Keith Harris
ROW 2:BradleyCox, Dana
HobsonCummings, Nancy
Timbrook McCrickard, Beth
Good Rolland, Robert Fergu
son, Greg Dorsey
ROW 3: Karla McCray Hallock,
Cynthia Mason, Dewey Wil
liard, Janet Maddox Raymond,
Keith Hollenberg
ROW 4:Brad Hallock, Aimee
McKay Purcell, Jerry Anne
Thompson Kines, Pam
WamplerButler
ROW 5: RonStaton, Vickie
Glassman Hawkins, Stacy Mc
Donald, Dana Gift, Marshall
Butler
ROW 6: Tyler Hudgins, Doug
Trollinger, Kathy Gower Truax

ROW 1: Quentin Jones, Dawn Miller Patterson, Donna Miller Kibler, Shonda Ar
nett Asaad, Elizabeth Whitehair Lu dwig, Karen DossBowman, Nan Hutcherson
ROW 2:Billie DeVooght, Sharon Neff Koehnke, Deirdre Dixon Ford, Maggie
Smith Archer
ROW 3: Tina Hicks Johnson, Greg Moyers, TessaSmith Foltz, Lisa Keifer, Lea
Ann Mason Lezotte, Anita Welch Lynn,Candace Southerly Teter, Carmen
Adams Heath

ROW 4:Bil/Johnson, Laura Foster Phillips, Tanya Martin Reece,Ji/1 Dellinger
Early, Sally JaneConner, David Nicholas, Porter Heath
ROW 5: Karen Gal/egoSherman, Lara Leahman Hoke, Wade Pinder,Jeff
Thomas, Shane Haff,Scott Ridder, Michael Zand/er
ROW 6: Pamela Miller, Laura Bowling Fitch, Renee Hoover, Joey Snader, Cory
Adamson, ChrisSullivan
ROW 7:James Paladino, TimSimpson
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ROW 1: Matt Weaver, Becky Graham
Weaver, Elizabeth Stone, Kerry
Estabrook Cofield
ROW 2: Melissa Pence-Howard,
Jenny Stinnett Eavers, Bill Wilkerson,
KatieJarvis Dovel, Dawn Hunter
ROW 3:RichardAtwood, CoyEavers,
Blair Clark, Carrie Cole
ROW 4:John Lyon, Gregory Edwards,
Marc Leslie, Donald Burton, Tracy
Eble Garavaglia, Marta Friedriches
Wayt

ROW 1: Stephanie Rosheim Gregoria,

Daniel House, Jennifer Dehoff, Jenny
Watson, WhitneyStroop Smith
ROW 2:Jennifer Waldron Conley,
Jocelyn Carlson, Erica Haas Helmick,
Christina Rigney Myers, Jaime Huffer
Penney

ROW 1:Marcus Washington,Alex
Kettering, Matt Gibbs, Amy Tran,
Courtney Williamson Adams,
JerrySpessard, Ali Greenberg, Angel
Aversa Colbert
ROW 2: David Glazer, KeithMurphy,
Brian Fike,JasonStickler, David
Binns, Geraldine PoppkeSuter,
Julia Barb Olson,Jason Cash Callie
Harnish Cash Jessica Dulin Burtner,
Amanda Barnhart Coveney
ROW 3:Sarah Wood Hampton,
Joanna Bowman Shipp,Angie Dolph
Spessard, Melissa Lyons Johnson,
Ashly Reynolds Morris
ROW 4: TamaraSimmsMerritt,
Charity Boyd, BrettJohnson, Adam
Hollenberg, Schuyler Henry, Cara
Mannion
ROW 5: Kelly Randall Joel Bremner,
Kacie Phillips Stucke, MelissaMcLean
Bullock, Jason Yeary, Will Burket,
Ryan Kester
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ROW 1: Bruce Spurlock, Brianna Rodeffer Burton, Darius Burrus, Bianca Booker,
Jordan Burkholder, Keri Grossnickle Gahman, Anna Clements Linehan, Robin
Cockrell Stout
ROW 2: Raymond Foster, Marianne Huff, Matt Limbrick, Kimberly Cicotello
Roby, Liz Smith Click, Lacey Barnett Easter, Danielle Offman, Nicole Garnett
Lohr
ROW 3: Tina Lowe Brockman, Scott Yingling, Lacey Starkey Graybeal, Trisha
Ziegler Bozeman, Courtney Shackelford Broyles, Emmanuela St-Fleur Booth,
James Oates

ROW 4:Jessica Carneal, Chris Gallagher, Audrey Hollenberg-Duffey, John
Graybeal, Tyler Broyles
ROW 5:Josh Brown, Anne Harder Brown, Courtney Flory Duffey, Tim Hollen
berg-Duffey, Kari Bay Bohning, Dustin Dedrick
ROW 6: Nicole Kozera Jordan, Ashley Cowgill, Kate Stackpole, Vincent Porto,
T im Gower
ROW 7: Lance Smith, Colleen Delaney Smith

ROW 1: George Lavinder, Traci Sink, Sydney Van Fossen, Forrest Turner, Kelsey
Limbert, Morgan Bender Martindell, Kathleen Leigh
ROW 2: Katelyn Hallock, Kelsi Wood, Tracy Chapman, Sarah Herndon, Claire
Grinstead
ROW 3: Courtney Whetzel, Tasmin Roupp, Rashaan Evans, Emily Helms, Deidra

Stultz

ROW 4: Barrett Woo<l Terrence Chambers, Scott Keating, Joshua Gooden,
Brooke Smith
ROW 5: Christina Mallory, Eric Speray, Malia Berg, Alys Harshbarger
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DR. WAYNE FREDERICK GEISERT, President Emeritus of Bridgewater

From 1946 to 1948, he was instructor of socia I science, speech and
drama at Hamilton (Kansas) High School. From 1948 to 1950 he was
Instructor of Economics at Kendall College, Evanston, Ill. In 1951 Dr.
Geise rt went to Manchester College asAssociate Professor of Economics;
in 1954, he advanced to the rank of Professor; in 1955, he became head
of the Department of Economics and Business. Dr. Geisert became Dean
of McPherson College in 1957 and continued in that office until 1964.
Dr. Geisert succeeded the retiring Warren D. Bowman as President of
Bridgewater College on July 1, 1964.
At Bridgewater, Dr. Geisert presided over major building projects, the
restructuring of the academic calendar and four fund-raising campaigns.
Enrollment also topped 1,000 for the first time during his presidency.
The faculty and the academic offerings were expanded.
The global emphasis in academics was broadened
through his personal involvement in an expanding
Brethren CollegesAbroad program and through added
international students and faculty on campus.
The Kline Campus Center was built under Dr. Geisert's
direction. The Flory Hall renovation and construction
project merged Wardo Hall and Founders Hall. Three
residence halls were also built during his administra
tion. In 1990, one of them was named Geisert Hall in his
honor.
During Dr. Geisert's presidency, three successful
fund-raising campaigns were completed and a fourth
one launched.An early campaign raised S 1.5 million,
an $8 million effort was tied to the College's centennial
in 1980 and an S 18 million campaign was completed in
1991. The College announced a $60 million campaign in
1992 that was successfully completed by 2000, six years
after Dr. Geisert left office.
Dr. Geisert actively supported and served the Church
of the Brethren on many levels and in many capacities,
including as a member of the General Board, and, in
1973-74, serving as Moderator, the chief elective posi
tion of the denomination.
Dr. Geisert retired in 1994 after 30 years as President of
Bridgewater College, and was named President Emeritus
by the board of trustees onApril 8, 1994.
Sur viving are sons Gregory Wayne Geisert'72 and wife
Margaret S., Bradley Kent Geisert'73 and wife Ellen V.
'73, and Todd Wilfred Geisert'75 and wife Cynthia W.,
and brother, Theodore C. Geisert. He is also survived by
seven grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren.
In addition to his wife, Dr. Geisert was preceded in
death by a sister, Blanche Brooks, and a brother, Leon
Geisert.
Courtesy of Bridgewater College Special Collections

College, passed away on Jan. 4, 2017, at Bridgewater Retirement Home,
in Bridgewater, Va. He was 95.
He was born in Elmo, Kan., on Dec. 20, 1921, a son of the late Frederick
Jacob and Martha (Lauer) Geisert. He was raised nearAbilene, Kan., and
graduated from Chapman High School. His advanced education includ
ed an A.B. degree (1944) from McPherson College, McPherson, Kan., and
a Ph.D in economics (1951) from Northwestern University, Evanston, Ill.
Dr. Geisert served as a line officer and education officer in the U.S. Na
val Reserve from 1944 to 1946, aboard the U.5.5. Harry Lee in the Pacific.
He was married on July 2, 1944, to Ellen Maurine (Gish) Geisert, who
preceded him in death on Dec. 14, 2005.

The College will pay tribute to President Emeritus Geisert's years of service and dedication to the College in a feature story on his
legacy in the summer issue of Bridgewater. If you have any information you wish to share with us about the impact Dr. Geisert
had on you, please contact Charles Culbertson by calling 540-828-5720 or by emailing cculbert@bridgewater.edu.
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Memorials
JOSEPH L. "JOE" EARLY'40 of
Waynesboro, Va., died Oct. 4, at
the age of 97. He was drafted
into the U.S. Army and served
38 months in the Pacific theater,
retiring as a Captain. He was a
retired farmer and businessman.
He served eight years on the
Augusta County Board of Supervisors, representing the Middle
River District. He also served as
a director of Jefferson National
Bank, the Virginia Farm Bureau
and the National Association of
County OfficiaIs. He was a member of Augusta Stone Presbyterian
Church. He is survived by his wife
of 68 years, Peggy.

PHYLLIS BEAHM BODKIN '43 of
Bridgewater, Va., died Sept. 30, at
the age of 92. During World War II,
she was a c ivilian employee of the
U.S. Marine Corps in Washington,
D.C. She taught in Rockingham
County Schools for 30 years. She
had a strong affinity and talent for
the game of bridge and enjoyed
shopping for a great bargain.

JANET EVERS FOSTER '44 of
Rockingham, Va., died Nov. 26,
at the age of 93. She attended
Bridgewater College and graduated from Radford University. She
taught at ColoniaI Elementary
School in Botetourt County for 27
years. Along with her students,
she researched and published a
history of the community of Blue
Ridge, Va. She enjoyed music and
sang in various church choirs. She
was a member of Bridgewater
Church of the Brethren. She is
survived by her husband Paul '47.

gree in counseling and guidance
from Columbia University. She
served as a teacher and counselor
in Virginia and Maryland. She
was active in Watts Street Baptist
Church and in Duke Hospital's
Host Homes program, which
provides free housing to the family members of hospital patients.
She is survived by her husband,
Charles.

THE REV. GLENN SCOTT
GARNER '47 of Bridgewater, Va.,
died Oct. 15, at the age of 92.
He earned a master of divinity
degree from Bethany Theological
Seminary in Chicago. He served
more than 40 years as a full-time
pastor in Virginia and Maryland.
He hosted tours to the Holy Land,
Holland, Jordan and Egypt. He
was a member of the Bridgewater
Church of the Brethren and served
on the Bridgewater Retirement
Community's HealthCare Foundation Board of Directors and the
Chaplain's Advisory Committee.
He is survived by his wife, the
former Margaret Schmidt '46.

THE REV. ROBERT LEROY
THOMAS '47 of Ellicott City, Md.,

GENE BOWMAN JOHNSON

died Sept. 7, at the age of 91. He
served in the U.S. Navy as a Lieutenant (jg) in the Asiatic- Pacific
theater during World War II. He
graduated from Virginia Theological Seminary in Alexandria, Va.
He was ordained a priest in the
Episcopal Church in 1951. During
his priesthood, he served numerous churches including Trinity
Episcopal Church in Huntington,
W.Va., for 23 yea rs and Christ
Church in Ironton, Ohio.

'45 of Durham, N.C., died Nov.
25, at the age of 91. She was the
youngest child of the late Dr. Paul
Bowman, former President of
Bridgewater College, and his wife,
Flora. She earned a master's de-

'50 of Westminster, Md., died
Aug. 30, at the age of 87. He was
a veteran of the U.S. Air Force. He
received his medical degree from
the University of Maryland at Bal-

DR. RICHARD A. "RICK" JONES

timore. Before retiring, he worked
as the pathologist and medical
examiner for Carroll County. He
was a member of the Westminster
Church of the Brethren. He is
survived by his wife of 66 years,
Yvonne M. "Bonnie" Jones.

OLIVER"TOMMY" THOM PSON
'50 of Broadway, Va., died Nov.
4, at the age of 90. He served in
the U.S. Navy on the USS Franklin
D. Roosevelt from 1944-46. He
played Valley League baseball for
Elkton, New Market, Harrisonburg
and Shenandoah from 194961. He worked at Farmers and
Merchants Bank at the Timberville and Elkton branches before
retiring in 1986. He also worked
at Harrisonburg Auto Auction for
many years.

CARROLL EDWARD CONNER
'51 of Rockville, Md., and formerly
of Manassas, Va., died Nov. 4, at
the age of 88. He was an educator in the Fairfax County Public
School System serving as principal
of Clifton Elementary School and
taught at several Fairfax County
public schools during his career,
including Robert Frost Middle
School, from which he retired. He
was a member of the Manassas
Church of the Brethren. He volunteered with the SERVE (Securing
Emergency Resources through
Volunteer Efforts) food bank and
clothes closet.

DR. HENRY BRUBAKER '52 of
Comer, Ga., died Oct. 9. He served
in the U.S. Navy for three years
on ships in Norfolk, San Francisco, Hawaii, Bikini Atoll, Guam,
San Diego, Panama Canal, the
Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico. He
earned two master's degrees and
a doctor of veterinary medicine
from the University of Georgia. In
addition to practicing veterinary medicine, he taught at the

University of Georgia's College of
Veterinary Medicine. He served as
the Assistant State Veterinarian in
Georgia.

GERTRUDE "TRUDY" KOONTZ
HAMMER '52 of Elkton, Va.,
died Oct. 4, at the age of 85. She
worked for First Virginia National
Bank, Bank of America and Sovran
Bank for more than 42 years before retiring as Branch Manager.
She also worked at the Shenandoah Valley Livestock Sales for
more than 30 years. In retirement,
she worked at the Keezletown
Community Cannery for a number
of years. She was an active member of the Mc Gaheysville United
Methodist Church.

RICHARD RALSTON MILLER '52
of Bridgewater, Va., died Oct. 23,
at the age of 85. He served in the
U.S. Army as an MP from 1954-56.
He was the third generation to
farm Long Glade, where he raised
cattle, sheep and poultry in both
Rockingham and Augusta counties. He was a lifelong member
of Bridgewater Church of the
Brethren, where he served in various capacities. He is survived by
his wife, Joyce.
VERNA CARICOFE MOORE '52
of Florence, S.C., died Nov. 11,
at the age of 86. She graduated
from the University of Richmond
and taught elementary school.
She was a hostess in the gift shop
at Cracker Barrel for many years.
She also served as the director of
the kindergarten and as a nursery
worker at Highland Park. Following her retirement, she volunteered at Lighthouse Ministries.
She was a longtime member of
Highland Park United Methodist
Church.
JAMES E. "JIMMY" UTTERBACK
JR. '53 of Wilmington, N.C., and
formerly of Palmyra, Va., died
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ERICH BRUMBAUGH, a member of the class of 1966 and Professor of
Chemistry Emeritus at Bridgewater College (1986-2013), died Dec. 12,
2016, at the age of 72, in Clinton, Maine.
Dr. Brumbaugh was born Aug. 11, 1944, in Goshen, Ind. He earned his
bachelor's degree in chemistry at Bridgewater and his Ph.D. from the
Oct. 25, at the age of 84. He was
a teacher and coach at Fairfax
County Public Schools for 29
years, where he retired in 1988
as Director of Facility Services. In
1998, he was inducted into the
Bridgewater College Athletic Ha II
of Fame. He was an avid golfer.
He is survived by his wife, Peggy
Jane.

MARY ALICE PHILLIPS
WOMBLE '54 of Bridgewater,
Va., died Oct. 24, at the age of 84.
She did post-graduate work at
James Madison University and the
University ofVirginia. She taught
school at Fishersville Elementary,
Montgomery County Schools,
Albemarle County Schools and
Holy Comforter Catholic School
in Charlottesville and in Rockingham County at Pleasant Valley
Elementary School for 22 yea rs
before retiring. She was a member
of Montezuma Church of the
Brethren. She is survived by her
husband,Thomas.

JAMES LANDIS "JAMIE" WILL
'57 of Bridgewater, Va., died Oct.
30, at the age of 81. He was a
seargent in the U.S. Army. He was
a dairy and poultry farmer and
with his brother, Melvin, started
Will Brothers. He was a member of
Mossy Creek Presbyterian Church.
He was affiliated with the Bridgewater Volunteer Fire Department
and played in the Rockingham
County Baseba II League for the
Bridgewater Reds. He is survived
by his wife, Betty Lou.

JESSE NOBLE JONES JR. '58
of Boones Mill, Va., died July
19, following a long battle with
encephalitis. He was 80. He was
a former Lieutenant Colonel in
the Virginia Defense Force and a
retired Sgt. Major from the U.S.
Marine Corps, with 31 years of ser-
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vice. He was an EstimaticsTeam
Manager for State Farm Insurance
in the Roanoke Office, retiring
after 42 years of service. He was a
member of Bethlehem Church of
the Brethren. He is survived by his
wife, Jan.

DR. DONALD EVANS CORBIN
'59 of Mount Crawford, Va., died
Aug. 26, at the age of 79. He
received a master of arts in French
literature from the University of
Maryland and he taught French
and Spanish at Bridgewater College. He earned a doctorate in
foreign language education from
The Ohio State University. He was
a professor of foreign languages,
literatures and cultures at James
Madison University from 1983 to
2015.

VIRGINIA LEE ROBERTSON
KLINE '62 ofWarm Springs, Va.,
died Oct. 22, at the age of 92.
She was formerly employed as a
teacher atWeyers Cave Elementary School. She was a member of
Mill Creek Church and attended
Chimney Run Church of the Brethren. She worked with many civic
organizations and her church. A
graduate of Bridgewater College
and James Madison University,
she loved to attend their athletic
events.

VOLNEY BECKNER MCCLURE
'66 of Glasgow, Va., died Sept.
27, at the age of 72. He worked
at Burlington Industries and
then retired from Sprint after
many years. He was a member of
Glasgow Presbyterian Church. In
his younger years, he was active
in the Glasgow Rescue Squad. He
was an avid hunter and golfer.

CHARLES H. "CHUCK" MOORE
'66 of St. Louis, Mo., died Sept. 15,
2001. He was 57. He was retired

University of Virginia in 1971. He taught at Albemarle High School in
Charlottesville, Va., and the University of North Florida in Jacksonville.
Dr. Brumbaugh was preceded in death by his wife,Terry. He is survived
by his daughter, Susan Brumbaugh Partin.

from John Hancock Investment
Corporation of St. Louis.

DR. ELIZABETH ELLEN DAVIS
'67 of Madras, Ore., died Aug. 3,
following a battle with pancreatic
cancer. She was 71. She opened
her medical practice, Madras
Natural Health and High Desert
Herbs, in 2001, after graduating from the National College of
Naturopathic Medicine (NCNM) in
Portland, Ore. She made a career
change at age 50, having taught
elementary school for many years.
She worked for the Rocky Boy
Reservation of Northern Montana
and directed the BearTribe of
Spokane,Wash.

THE REV. WELDON DARREL
WHITE '67 ofWaynesboro, Va.,
died Aug. 1, at the age of 82. He
graduated fromWesley Seminary.
He is survived by his wife, Linda.

DR. SUSAN ALLENDER HAGEDORN '68 of Floyd, Va., died Sept.
16, at the age of 69. She earned
a master of arts in science and
technology from Iowa State University and a Ph.D. in science and
technology studies from Virginia
Tech. She was an English instructor at VirginiaTech for 23 years.
She also conducted research on
the impact of science on society.
She was a member of the Church
of the Brethren. She is survived
by her husband of 47 years, Dr.
Charles Hagedorn 111 '69.

REBECCA "BECKY" ELLEN
SPECK MARTIN 72 ofWaynesboro, Va., died Aug. 1, at the age
of 66. She spent a short time
working in education before becoming a Human Resources Director. Over the past few years, she
helped ca re for her pa rents prior
to their passing. She is survived by
her husband of 43 years, Ed.

JOHN MARSHALL HOOVER 77
of Norfolk, Va., died Oct. 25, at
the age of 61. He earned an M.Ed.
from Old Dominion University. He
was a middle school teacher at
BookerT. Washington and Hines
Middle schools in Newport News,
Va. He loved camping with his
Bridgewater buddies, rock and roll
music, television and the movies.
He is survived by his wife, Frances.
LISA KIM CRAMER CRIDER '82
of Rockingham, Va., died Oct. 5,
at the age of 57. She had worked
for General Financial Services and
was raised in the Summit Church
of the Brethren. She is survived by
her husband, Randy.

KARL JAMES KWOLEK JR. '87
ofWhitehall, Pa., and formerly of
White Oak, Pa., died Oct. 28, at the
age of 51. He was a production
manager for Marvel Marking in
the Southside of Pittsburgh. He
had previously worked for UPMC
Insurance, the University of Pittsburgh and the Fred S. James Co.
SARA MARIE KERNS '05 of Richmond, Va., died Aug. 8, at the age
of 35. She was a devoted nanny to
the many children in her care. She
had previously worked in labor
and delivery at Henrico Doctors'
Hospita I for 13 yea rs.
STACEY LYNN DEHAVEN '10 of
Staunton, Va., died Oct. 11, as a
result of an automobile accident.
She was 27. She was the owner of
Head Over Heels Gymnastics and
was Director of Sales for Dominion Lodging Inc. in Lexington, Va.
She was a member of Johnsontown Bible Church in Hedgesville,
W.Va. She was an avid runner and
gymnast, who had a passion for
working with the children at her
gym. She is survived by her husband, Phillip Michael Kauffman.

COUNTDOWN TO GRADUATION
Thank you for investing in our Bridgewater College Experience.

'

The past four years
at BC have been
invaluable. The liberal
arts curriculum has
helped to prepare me
for a career working
with children and grant
writing with Parks and
Recreation. Than k you
so much for helping
me accomplish one of
my dreams: attending
B ridge wate r College."
-CAMERON THURSTON '17

' ' lam so glad that lchose BC. As a fres h man, lknew that l wanted to do something in the business field. Once ltook t he
Business Law class, l changed directions
and will pursue my paralegal certificate. To
those who have helped with my undergrad
uate education, thank y ou!"
-OLIVIA MANDEVILLE'17

C Please consider...

[ill]

making agift in honor oftodaysBC students.

Use the enclosed envelope or visit bridgewater.edu/give to make a gift toda y, Thank you,
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